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This table reviews each quantitative pan-European 
indicator, from the point-of-view of monitoring 
sustainable forest management. It aims to indicate 
whether or not the quality and availability of the 
data are adequate to enable useful monitoring in 
the area covered by that indicator. Data availability 
and quality are only two of the aspects to be taken 
into account when reviewing indicators. This table 
does not take into account the indicators’ relevance, 
usefulness to policy or scientific validity, especially 
as the objectives of the indicator set have not yet 
been clearly identified. Choice of indicators will be 
based on a combination of these factors, as part 
of a transparent and comprehensive process. The 
table is based on responses to the project’s enquiry 
to national correspondents, and the experience of 
SoEF 2011. The opinion in the right hand column 
represents only the best judgement of the project 
team and has not been reviewed or approved by 

Annex 4: Overview by indicator of 
challenges for monitoring purposes

any other body or group. It is intended as input to 
a future process of review of the indicator set, as 
recommended by the project.

To be noted: 
•	 The table addresses only the existing indicator 

set. Any proposed new indicators would also 
need to be reviewed from the point-of-view of 
data quality and availability.

•	 some of the “non-responding” countries for each 
indicator in relation to the SoEF 2011 are often 
the very small or forest-poor countries (Andorra, 
Holy See, Malta, Monaco, etc.) which cannot rea-
sonably be expected to maintain comprehensive 
data on their forest resource for most indicators 
(except 1.1). For that reason, data are not ex-
pected to be available in 100% of Forest Europe 
countries.
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Annex 4: Overview by indicator of challenges for monitoring purposes
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Annex 4: Overview by indicator of challenges for monitoring purposes
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